We report the case of a pyogenic granuloma on the shaft of the penis presenting with active bleeding secondary to attempted expression. Previously reported cases have documented such lesions on the prepuce and glans. (Sex Transm Inf 2000;76:217) 
Discussion
Penile pyogenic granulomas have been reported previously, 1-3 although the lesions have been confined to the prepuce or glans as opposed to the shaft of the penis (as in our patient). The lesions are usually solitary and rapidly growing and bleed easily, often occurring at the site of minor trauma of the skin.
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The usual sites of occurrence are exposed surfaces such as hands, forearms, and on the face although it may also occur in the oral mucosa, palms, soles, and nail folds. The pathogenesis is probably related to a reaction to trauma or injury and early appearances histologically resemble granulation tissue. This in turn gives rise to a distinctive lobular arrangement of capillaries in a fibroblastic stroma. In other words, the lesion is neither pyogenic nor a granuloma.
Treatment options include curettage and cauterisation, diathermy coagulation of the base, or excision; the latter method may minimise recurrence.
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In summary, we report a case of a pyogenic granuloma arising on the shaft of the penis, managed by an excisional biopsy. We recommend that the lesion not be squeezed!
